Epidemiology of infections after solid-organ transplantation.
Infections are a major determinant of the outcome of solid-organ transplantation. Their incidence varies because of a number of factors. The type of organ transplanted, the degree of immunosuppression, the need for additional antirejection therapy, and the occurrence of technical or surgical complications all affect the incidence of infection after transplantation. There are 3 general time frames to consider. In the first month, bacterial and candidal infections predominate. From the second through the sixth months, infections "classically" associated with transplantation become manifest. Beyond the sixth month, the clinical course is largely determined by the presence or absence of chronic rejection.